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INTRODUCTION

Since there is an urgent need to map exact location where sex is actually sold enumerate the no of sex worker and to understand the sex industry in chennai. This study was proposed.

The study focussed to gain in-depth understanding of commercial sex surrounding industry and to study the knowledge attitude behavior and practice of commercial sex worker with regard to STD\HIV\AIDS and condom usage.

Similar study was conducted by WHO in 1992 aiming to identified sex worker in chennai. If sex workers exist and develop startegy for HIV/AIDS intervention.

Since there is an urgent need to map exact location where sex is actually sold enumerate the no of sex worker and to understand the sex industry in chennai. This study was proposed.

The study focussed to gain in-depth understanding of commercial sex surrounding industry and to study the knowledge attitude behavior and practice of commercial sex worker with regard to STD\HIV\AIDS and condom usage.

Similar study was conducted by WHO in 1992 aiming to identified sex worker in chennai. If sex workers exist and develop startegy for HIV/AIDS intervention.

LOCATION OF RESEARCH 

Chennai. 

OBJECTIVE OF STUDY 

The overall objective of the study is to reach the situation regarding prostitution in the Chennai and thus to provide the solid groundwork for designing strategies and approaches to halt HIV transmission in this circuit.  The research is explanatory and ethnographic – and first step is to develop an intervention with the target groups of the sex workers and their clients in Chennai.  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES ARE:

· To identify the different net works of sex workers and their clients. 

· To obtain knowledge about the sex surrounding industry. 

· To identify significant numbers of sex workers and clients. 

· To map the geographic locations of where sexual high risk takes place. 

· To describe socio-economic conditions of sex workers. 

· To obtain information about language, literacy skills, ethnic back ground and religion of sex workers and their clients. 

· To assess sexual practices and frequency of sexual encounters in order to be able to quantity condom need. 

· To assess knowledge to STD/HIV/AIDS and condom use among sex workers, clients and affiliated target groups. 

· To explore strategies for involvement. 

· To find key channels of communication.     

METHODOLOGY 

Due to repression and taboo the sex industry is largely underground for this reason the circuit is difficult to access.  Exploratory ethnographic techniques will be used to study the circuits.  The assessment involves a number of qualitative research steps like participant’s observation, focus and in-depth key information interviews that will lead to insight in the situation.  On the basis of the study strategies and approaches will be designed. 

The result of the study will be kept confidential in order to protect the concerned community from more repression. 

The prime method of research is participant observation.  Researcher go to the spot, socialize with the target groups and some extent become part of the circuit under study.   Key informants from among the target groups identified and  assigned in order to get inside information by-depth interviews and focus.   

The research team members were Qualified individuals who are close to the target groups to identified to provide inside point of view.  The team had attitudes of tolerance and respect  towards the target groups.  

The team  

· Spend sufficient time in the field. 

· Traveled through out Chennai. 

· Kept close touch with the target groups (Both sex workers and clients). 

· Learn the language spoken by the people under study.

· Study the cultural and social life of the community. 

· Establish ties of intimacy to be able to observe from with in the community. 

· Live and work as close as possible. 

· Learn first; not start teaching or worse preaching. 

The team had conducted

Interviews 

Family girls 



180

Street workers



80

Brothel based



30

Mobile




10

Total




300

FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION

(6 to 8 persons participated in a group)

Sex workers



45

Clients




10

Brothel owner/Manager

14

Total




69

INDEPTH INTERVIEWS

Pimps and brokers


20

Lodge / House owners

20

Room boys



20

Total




60

PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION

134 DAYS

NON PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION

105 DAYS

The team has developed maps in these areas

1. Identification of sex workers and Identification of pick up points.

2. Broker pick up point in chennai

3. Mobile brothel in chennai

4. Client flow at chennai

5. Place available for short times

6. Trafficking of sex workers to chennai

7. NGO working for prevention of STD/HIV/AIDS in chennai.

IDENTIFICATION OF SEX INDUSTRY

Family girl



4500

Street worker



1360

Brothel based



350

Mobile




90

Total




6300


Identified affiliated groups

Identified full time brokers 

150

Estimated part time brokers 

4500

AGE: -     

	Age
	% Respondents

	16-18
	1

	19-25
	26

	26-35
	43

	36-40
	20

	Above 40
	10

	Total
	100
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Majority of the sex workers (43 percent) empanelled are in the age group of 26 to 35 years.  

EDUCATION:-    

	Education
	% Respondents

	Illiterate
	14

	Primary
	40

	Secondary
	21

	Higher Secondary
	10

	Graduate
	14

	Post Graduate
	1

	Total
	100
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Highest number of Sex workers that responded have just the primary education (40%)

LANGUAGE:-

	Languages Known
	% Respondents

	Tamil
	24

	English
	2

	Hindi
	11

	Telugu
	44

	Malayalam
	9

	Others
	10
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The majority of Sex workers know TELUGU. As per the above graphical representation it can be noted that 44% of the respondents know Telugu.

ResidencIAL Area:-

	Area
	% Respondents

	Andhra
	55

	Kerala
	11

	Tamil Nadu
	24

	Karnataka
	3

	Maharashtra
	4

	Others
	3
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In the above graph A represents Andhra, and it is clear that majority of the sex workers are from Andhra. The next majority is from Karnataka.  

Working Area:-

	Working area
	% Respondents

	Chennai
	100
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All the respondents are working in Chennai.

Marital status:-

	Status
	% Respondents

	Married
	81

	Unmarried
	19

	Total
	100


81% of the respondents are married. This reflects that married sex workers are more in number in our study.

Category to which the respondents mostly belong to:-

	Category
	Respondents

	Family girl
	180

	Street Women
	80

	Brothel
	30

	Mobile
	10
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Family girl

Majority of the respondents belongs to the category of family girls who operate from family set up without knowledge of anyone including their neighbours.

Street worker

Who stands in the street and pick up clients on her own rarely with the support of brokers. There are the most depressed category of sex workers.

Brothel Based 

This category of women work in fixed places and the clients reach them through part time and full time brokers.

Mobile Brothel  

5 to 6 women in a car or a van start at a particular time and visit particular points to reach clients with prior appointments.

Prioritize concern of the Respondents:-

	Concern
	Respondents

	Child Future
	6

	Health in general
	3

	HIV/AIDS
	2

	Housing
	5

	Brokers
	1

	Economical constraints
	4
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In the above graphical representation the numerical expression are used to prioritize the Respondents concern, it is clearly shown that their main priority is of their child’s future.

They are then concerned of their house and then about their Economical constraints and so on.

Number of days the respondents work in a month:-

	Type Of Sex Worker
	Avg Number of Days Worked

	Family Type
	8.5

	Street Worker
	22.5

	Brothel Based
	30

	Mobile
	16
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The Brothel based type of Sex Workers work for 30 days in a month, where as the Street based Sex Workers work for nearly 22 days in a month. The Mobile Sex Workers work for 16 Days in a month and finally the Family Type Sex Workers work for around 9 days in a month. They work for the least number of days when compared to the other type of Sex Workers.

Number of Clients in a Month:-

	Type of Sex Worker
	Number Of Clients In a month

	Family Type
	14

	Street Worker
	40

	Brothel Based
	270

	Mobile
	45
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From the above graphical representation it can be noted that the Brothel Type Of Sex Workers have the Highest number of Clients in a month, it is 270 clients in a month as they work for all 30 days in a month as seen in the above graphical representation.

Who brings the Clients:-

	Who Brings The Clients
	% Clients Brought

	Direct Approach
	67

	Through Brokers
	16

	 Regular Clients to the Respondent
	17
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It can be observed from the above pictorial representation that the Maximum numbers of clients that visit the sex workers are the ones that approach directly.

Earnings of the Sex Workers in a Month:-

	Type Of Sex Worker
	Monthly Income

	Family Girl
	3000

	Street Worker
	1500

	Brothel Based
	4000

	Mobile
	6000
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The Mobile Sex Workers are seen to be earning 6000 Rupees in a month; the Brothel Based Sex Worker is able to earn 4000 Rupees in a month. The Family Type of Sex worker is earning 3000 Rupees in a month were as the Street based sex workers are the least earners 0f 1500 rupees in a month. 

Number Of Times Arrested by police in 6 months:-

	Type Of Sex Worker
	Number of times Arrested in 6 month

	Family Girl
	2

	Street Worker
	12

	Brothel Based
	6

	Mobile
	3
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The Street Based Workers have been Arrested 12 times in 6 Months; it means they are arrested 2 times in 1 month. The Brothel based workers are arrested once in a month, where as the mobile and family type sex workers are arrested 3 times in 6 months.

Change your Pick-up:-

	Views
	% Respondents

	Yes
	91

	No
	9
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91% of the Sex Workers who responded say that they change their pick-up points. While 9% of sex workers do not change places.

How frequently the 91% Of sex Workers change their pick-up area?

	Type Of Sex Worker
	Number of times Sex Worker Changes the pick-up area in 6 months.

	Family Girl
	2

	Street Worker
	3

	Brothel Based
	6
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The Brothel Based Sex Workers change their pick-up area more frequently; they change it almost once in every month. Here the Mobile Type of Sex workers are not included as they as their name suggests they don’t have a particular pick –up area.

Regularity of Clients:-

	Clients
	% Respondents

	Regular
	30

	Irregular
	70
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30% of the Clients that visit the Sex Workers are Regular, while the majority numbers of them are new.

Reasons the Clients gave for visiting the Sex Workers:-

	Reasons
	% Respondents

	Prefer Oral Sex
	17

	Wife Having Health Problem
	21

	Wife not interested in sex
	10

	Grown up children at home
	7

	Wife Orthodox- says no to sex
	6

	Need a change
	11

	Becomes regular Practice
	22

	Sex-a passion
	6
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In the above graphical representation it can be noted that 22% of Clients go to the Sex Workers because it has become a regular practice for them. 21% of the clients visit the Sex Workers because their Wife’s health problems and are not capable of having sex. 17% of the clients say that the 

reason for them to visit the Sex Worker is because they prefer Oral sex.11% say that their wife is not interested in Sex so they go to these Sex Workers.7% say they have grown–up children at home, while 6% say that their wife is orthodox and does not have sex with them they also feel that Sex is an uncontrollable passion to them and they need Sex when they think of it and that these Sex Workers were introduced to them by their friends. 

Children of Sex Workers:-

	Children
	% Respondents

	Yes
	89

	No
	11
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89% of the Sex Workers have children.

Number of Children of the Respondents:-

	Number
	% Respondents

	1
	49

	2
	41

	3
	10
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49% of the Respondents have 1 child. 41% of the Sex Workers have 2 children & 10% have 3 children.

Would The Sex Worker allow their children to enter their profession?

	Opinion
	% Respondents

	Yes
	22

	No
	78
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Majority of the Respondents do not want their children to be in their profession, this comprises of 78%. While 22% of the Sex Workers said they can not stop their children in entering their profession.

Effort taken by the Sex Worker to stop their children from being Sex Workers.

	Efforts Taken
	% Respondents

	Provide Education
	27

	Keep daughter in Boarding School
	33

	Keeping daughter withRelatives
	14

	Saving money for future
	11

	Don’t allow Brokers to house
	8

	Don’t practice at home
	7
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The Sex Workers feel that by keeping their children in Boarding or Relative house away from their atmosphere they can prevent their children from entering their Profession.33% keep in boarding Schools and 14% think keeping in Relatives place is safe. 27% feel that by providing education they can prevent their children from entering their Profession.

Reason by Respondents for entering this Profession:-

	Reasons
	% Respondents

	Lover Deserted
	20

	Husband Deserted
	29

	Family Debts
	31

	Luxury life
	31

	Occupational Pressure
	8



[image: image21.wmf]Reasons for indulging in this Profession

8

20

29

31

12

Lover Deserted

Husband

Deserted

Family Debts

Luxarious Life

Occupational

pressure

Reasons

% Respondents


Family Debts is stated as the main reason for the Sex Workers to indulge in this profession. 29% said they came into this profession because their husband deserted them, while 29% they had to take this profession as their lover deserted them.  

Willingness to practice this profession:-

	Opinion
	% Respondents

	Yes
	7

	No
	93
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The Majority of the Sex Workers stated that they are not willing to practice this Profession, but they are into it because of their own commitments & problems. If any alternative provided they are ready to take up. 

Do you practice at home?

	Opinion
	% Respondents

	Yes
	11

	No
	89
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89% do not practice their profession at home.11% of the Sex Workers practice at home.

Places where they practice:-

	Places
	% Respondents

	Hotel/ Lodge
	39

	Client House
	50

	Mobile
	9

	Public Sex Environment
	2
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Clients House is stated the main places where the Respondents practice this profession.50% of the Sex Workers do it at their clients place. In Hotels / Lodges 39 % of them carry out their profession.

How the respondents spend their free time:-

	Activities
	% Respondents

	Rest at home
	27

	Flower Selling
	7

	Working in NGO
	20

	Cinema
	40
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Majority of the Sex Workers have Cinema as their free time, it comprises of 40%. taking rest at home is the activity chosen by 27% of the Respondents. 20% of the respondents were activly involving NGO program. 

Who can deliver health messages to your community:-

	Persons
	% Respondents

	Peer Educators
	37

	Doctors
	31

	Health Workers
	24

	Police
	7

	Thugs
	1
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The major percentage of Sex Workers feels that the Peer Educators are the best people who can talk to their community about health. 

Considering yourself at risk of contracting HIV:-

	Opinion
	% Respondents

	Yes
	71

	No
	29
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71% of the Respondents are aware that they are at the risk of contracting HIV, due to practicing this profession and their sexual behaviour.

Reasons why the respondent feels he/ she cannot contract HIV:-

	Reasons
	% Respondents

	Used Condom always
	49

	Clean & Healthy
	11

	Regular check up
	12

	Practices Sex with only decent clients
	8

	Practices only with regular & healthy clients
	7

	Washes with soda immediately
	4

	Don’t practice oral sex
	2

	Don’t let Sperms enter in
	7
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All the above are mostly the Misconception that the sex workers have. Washing with soda, not letting the sperms enter are all sort of own remedies practiced by them.

% Respondents that use Condom regularly:-

	Opinion
	% Respondents

	Yes
	68

	No
	32
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68% of the Respondents say that they use condoms regularly. This shows that people are aware of HIV/AIDS, but still 32% of respondents due to their Misconceptions does not use condom regularly.

Reason for not using the condoms regularly:-

	Reasons
	% Respondents

	Condom cannot be used with regular clients
	30

	Condom prolongs the sexual activity
	10

	Clients object
	10

	Get drunk & forget
	30

	Know better techniques to avoid infection
	20
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30% of the Respondents say that their regular clients do not want them to use condoms. 30% forget to use condoms, as they are drunk. 20% feel they need not use condoms as they have better techniques to avoid HIV/AIDS, and any other infections,

Where would the Respondent go for treatment if infected with STD:-

	Treatment place 
	%Respondents

	General Hospital
	50

	Private Hospital
	29

	NGO Hospital
	11

	Self Medication
	10
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50% of the respondents prefer going to the General Hospital if they get infected with STD for treatment. 29% would go to the Private Hospital. 11% would go to the NGO clinic & 10% said they would do Self-Medication.

Prioritizing Major Problems Of The Respondents:-

	Problems
	%Respondents

	Police Harassments
	41

	Rowdies Problems
	11

	Clients Problems
	9

	Brokers/Aunties
	9

	Brothel Owners
	6

	Housing
	24
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Police Harassments is the main problem faced by the Respondents, 41% are facing this problem. 24% of the respondents facing House is a major problem. 11% of 

 the respondents of them having rowdies problem. Rest of them having problem with clients, as well as brokers.

Regular Contact with NGO’s:-

	Opinion
	% Respondents

	Yes
	62

	No
	38
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62% of the Respondents have contact with the NGO’s. 38% are yet to be reached by the NGO’s.

How long the Respondents have contact with the NGO’s:-

	Time Period
	% Respondents

	0-12 months
	51

	1-2 years
	17

	2-3 years
	3

	3 and above
	29
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51% of the Respondents are in contact with the NGO’s since 1-12 months, 17% are in contact with the NGO’s for nearly a period of 1-2 years, 29% of the Sex Workers are seeking their health enquires and are in contact for more than 3 years.

CONCLUSION

1. The study identified 6300 sex workers, 150 full time brokers and estimated 4500 part time brokers.

2. From the study 55% of sex workers come from Andhra pradesh 24% of them coming from Tamil Nadu and 11% coming from Kerala to work in chennai sex industry.

3. Out of the 300 respondents 159 respondents expressed the child future as a first concern.

4. With in the identified 350 brothel based sex workers entertains more no. of clients than any other category. To reach more clients any intervention need to focus this particular category woman in their STD/HIV/AIDS prevention program.

5. 78% of sex workers do not want to allow their children to enter into this profession some attempt tremendous effort to stop their children enter into this profession and some succeed.

6. 93% of sex workers not willingly practice this profession and if any alternative provided they are ready to take up.

7. 37% of sex workers feel it will be effective if peer educators delivers health messages to their community.

8. 71% of sex workers feel they are at risk of contracting HIV.

9. 68% of sex workers are have regular contact with NGO working with HIV/AIDS prevention.

10. 68% of sex workers use condoms in each and every encounter. 32% of sex workers don’t regularly use condom due to their misconceptions.

11. Chennai sex industry needs 11,111 condoms in a day, 3,33,350 condoms in a month, and 40,00,200 condoms to rubberize Chennai sex industry.

12. 50% of sex workers prefer to get STD treatment at government hospitals 
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